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Pilate’s Diary [a Friday fragment]

I'm really what you term ‘passed over’ —sidelined Maybe I’'m weak? ‘But in the interests of public order
To middle management of an occupying military force; [and a quiet life] I'll lend you two soldiers — but you decide
Posted overseas [and far too far from home]. Who dies and who goes free’, On your heads be it,
“Don’t get involved with the locals” they said | thought, not on mine. Your God — Your Way!
At my briefing. But today | did. Shall | regret it? And so they did, that hour, outside the city walls.

“They’re all a bunch of raving, bloody lunatics,” Golgotha — a customery site for executions. Row after row
Cried my Centurion [he’s new]. “With a religious nutter,” — Of crosses, stretching to Rome. But why starting here?
In a country of religious nutters? — “Accused of heresy!”. On a small hill, just outside Jerusalem, with two criminals
Why should I, charged with semi-civilian government Conveniently condemned, awaiting execution anyway.
Get involved in their ludicrous, more ‘don’t’ than ‘do’ religion?  jyst the three of them, but it made a useful public spectacle.
I’'m not a religious man. Believe in God? Which one? He died first — surprisingly quickly. Took the pain,
In Rome we have Gods and Goddesses to spare! Even spoke to his friends and family [why did they watch?].
My focus is a stable colonial government We had to break the others, standard procedure
In an insignificant corner of a worldwide organisation. To finish them off by asphyxiation [so they can’t breathe].
Sense and sensibility — peace with the force of arms. All over by dusk, and a very troubled night.
But today, end of a difficult week. Just before ‘Passover’ - But did | have to dignify his death, enoble crucifixion
Or some such festival important to these idiots — By fixing a superscription to his cross, above his head,
They bring me, bound and manacled, some chap In Hebrew, Greek and Latin of course, that all should read
They want us to get rid of; us, on their behalf, How we treat Jews who step out of line. ‘King’ indeed!
Because it wasn’t ‘Kosher’ for them to kill on Friday! But somehow | feel that | missed something; that the man
He wouldn’t speak at first, seemed almost disinterested — In the middle was special. My Centurion certainly thought so.
Another religious nutter then = but harmless, blameless even.
Claimed to be ‘King of the Jews’ [nothing less!], but finally Mike Springate
“My kingdom is not of this world”: nor would he be

. ; : 6-10/1/2017
Very much longer, if the Pharisees had their way.
Grenada, after hearing the 1971 recording

He'd been roughed up by the crowds, who were turning ugly of Backls 5. Jolhn's Passion,
Unless they had their way. Let the army do their dirty work!
“String him up! Crucify!” Why? But | compromised;
A little light scourging, and ‘on your way, Boyo'!
But they wouldn’t have it. Death before dark demanded.

| Some surprise visitors turned up at the
Parent & Toddler Group, which meets at the
Barn church every Monday morning.

The children were of course very excited to

meet Mickey Mouse and Peppa Pig.

| (This took place in December and was thus too late
for inclusion in the last Link)

|| Details of timings for this well-attended
Group are on page 14 opposite
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Halletts

Kew Est. 1869

ESTABLISHED IN KEW FOR LONGER THAN ANY
OTHER AGENT WE ARE A FAMILY RUN CONCERN
BENEFITING FROM YEARS OF LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
AND EXPERIENCE. WE OFFER A PROFESSIONAL &
FRIENDLY SERVICE SPECIALISING IN PROPERTY:

One-to- one ¢ - SALES
support in Kew or
in your own home. - LETTINGS

| help you control your
weight and feel healthy
and confident again!
The flexible plans use nutritionally
balanced, delicious meal replacement
products, either on their own or

alongside conventional food. Cambrl ge
Weight Plan. Tel: 0208 940 1034
Independent Consultant Email: halletts@hallettskew.co.uk

Contact Me For A Free, Confidential No Obligation Consultation www.hallettsestateagentskew.com

6 ROYAL PARADE, STATION APPROACH, KEW, RICHMOND,
SURREY TW93QD

- MANAGEMENT

% OFF)

st ordel

> Contact GILES EGAN for a free appraisal without
obligation. We look forward to hearing from you.

Debbie 07768 166526 * cwp.swlondon@gmail.com
www.cambridgeweightplan.com/DebbieZ

Abacus Carpet Co. Ltd.
ESTABLISHED 1981

The company you can count on

Family Run Business Established Over 35 Years
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm

229-231 Sandycombe Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey
TW9 2EW
Tel: 020 8940 6142

Email: sales@abacuscarpets.co.uk
www.abacuscarpets.co.uk




