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KEW FOR YOU NOVEMBER 2017 

1 REBECCA  LOUISE-LAW AT THE SHIRLEY SHERWOOD GALLERY 
is a great attraction to people of all ages, including our own          
teenage grandchildren! It is a superb and completely new           
sculptural installation which is totally unlike anything Kew          
Gardens have done before. It is called “Life in Death” and          
consists of many tens of thousands of dried flowers suspended 
on threads hanging from the ceiling. It is totally captivating and 
definitely not to be missed. There are three other exhibitions in 
the same building: Plantae Amazonicae, Agent Egypt at Kew and 
Abundance, all of which are thoroughly worth spending time on.                                                                                                                                                                            
2 CHRISTMAS AT KEW 2017 has become a really popular event 
which will run from Wednesday 22nd November until Monday  
1st January and tickets are now on sale. This year, Kew has an          
after-dark trail with new light displays, including more than a 
million lights. You will need to book soon to ensure the dates and times which you would like.  

3 THE TEMPERATE HOUSE will reopen in May 2018.  By restoring the Temperate House, visitors,              
horticulturists and scientists will have an opportunity to discover more about the world’s rare and             
threatened plants.                                                                                                                                                                                             
4 THE PAVILION RESTAURANT is my favourite eating place in Kew Gardens and it is due to be rebuilt  
soon, but it has had to be delayed for a year because of the bats in the roof!  

5 KEW MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY: Mondays 6-7 Pm. These are talks which have occurred annually 
since the KMIS was established in 1871. Each season begins in the Autumn and runs until Easter the         
following year. The lectures are preceded by short talks of interest, given by Kew staff and students or 
members of the public. The main lecture lasts about 45 minutes. Tickets are sold on the evening only.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
6 THE RESEARCH ON COFFEE AND CLIMATE CHANGE: I was startled to read in the Kew Magazine, that  
coffee will taste worse and cost more. We actually spent some time many years ago in Ethiopia, so I was 
particularly troubled to learn that it is now thought that climate change will have a negative effect on  
coffee generally and Ethiopia’s ability to produce it in particular. In 2014, Kew and Ethiopian collaborators 
began work on a three year study called “Building a Climate Resilient Coffee Economy for Ethiopia”.              
However, the scientists have now realised that there could be the possibility of increasing the production 
of coffee by 400 percent, if is grown in higher areas where it is cooler, to offset the effect of climate 
change in traditional areas. 

7 THE CALM AFTER THE STORM: We used to live in Gloucester and on the morning of the 16th October 
1987, we were on our way past London to visit my Uncle in Eastbourne. On hearing about the destruction 
of many trees in London, especially in Kew Gardens, I’m afraid to say we were rather sceptical. As we 
drove through parts of London and Sussex though, we were shocked by the sight of so many trees which 
had been blown down. At the time, the Staff in Wakehurst discovered that 5,000 trees had been lost in 
the garden areas and around 20,000 trees across the whole estate. However, horticulturists have now 
realised that trees benefit from having more air round their roots – hence the bare earth round many of 
Kew’s trees.                                             

Rosalind Eagleton 
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GENERAL 

     

NOTICE BOARD 
St. Luke’s House                            
Debbie Fife 8940 2791  
The Kew Society  
Conserves and enhances the ethos 
of Kew, environmentally and     
topically. New residents welcome.                                
Sue May  8940 8724                   
membership@kewsociety.org  
 Kew Sinfonia                                  
High  standard chamber  orchestra,                   
3-4 concerts p.a. at St Anne’s,    
rehearsals at the Barn.                 
8876 9318 
Kew Horticultural Society             
Annual show August Bank Holiday 
Saturday. Outings and talks.       
8948 7254 
Kew Wind Orchestra                   
King’s House School,  
King’s Rd, Richmond.  
All ages, Thurs, 8pm.                      
8876 2192  
Tea & Art Club                                  
for over 50s Thurs  11-12                
Pensford Field. Pam: 07500 178578                                    

 Kew Neighbourhood Assn        
offers help with transport to       
medical appointments and the   
Avenue Club, together with       
befriending and shopping.          
8948 8054 weekdays 10-12 for help 
and offers of help. 
Kew Community Trust                  
runs Avenue Club - social activities 
for older people.  Nicola Patel     
8948 8806  
Rotary Club of Kew                         
Coach & Horses, Kew Green.       
Wed, 7.30 for 8pm. 
8894 9958  
Richmond and Kew Quilters      
every 2nd Monday of the month. 
7.30—9.30pm,  St Winefride’s 
Church Hall. 
www.richmondandkewquilters.org.uk                                     

Kew Community Choir Thurs. 7.30 
— 8.30,  St Luke’s in the Avenue                                    
noyesmary@hotmail.com  

                                                                                              

Q2 Players                                         
Kew Scouts HQ, Station Ave,  
Presents three full-length plays each 
season, with performances at            
St Luke’s.  8940 2053  
 North Sheen Bowling Club        
Marksbury Avenue, Kew. All levels 
from 12 plus. 8891 1541 
Kew Studio                                          
Art courses and studio space to let. 
270 Sandycombe Road TW9 3NP.   
8332 2122                                                                          
www.kewstudio.org  
Richmond Chamber of Commerce   
1-3 Richmond Rd Twickenham TW1 
3AB 
email@richmondchamberofcommerc
e.co.uk   
Arts Richmond  Unit 6, Upper Deck, 
Phoenix Wharf, Eel Pie Island,  TW1 
3DY. Over 80 affiliated societies.                                                                
8892 9446                                             
info@artsrichmond.org.uk 
 Kew Residents Assn.                                         
Caring about the  community          
environment by promoting sensitive 
and appropriate local development  
 www.savekew.org.uk 

Priory Park Club                          
Bowls, Bridge and Tennis             
Forest Road, Kew 
www.prioryparkclub.org.uk          
Bowls  8400 1963 
St. John Ambulance                       
8948 8852                                             
For events coverage:                                       
operations@richmond.sja.org.uk   
Probus Club                                                  
Third Wed  monthly, lunch for                 
retired professionals, Richmond    
Golf Club.  8785 6718 or 8994 0396 
Richmond Local History Society 
Talks, usually 2nd Mon. monthly 
Oct/May, 8pm. Duke Street Church,  
Richmond TW9 1DH.                     
Elizabeth Velluet 8891 3825;            
rich.hist@yahoo.co.uk 
www.richmondhistory.org.uk.         
Facebook and Twitter (@RLHS1985) 
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Girl Guiding                                
Brownies (7-10 yrs)                      
Tuesdays: St. Paul’s,  Raleigh Road; 
Thursdays: St. Luke’s House,    
Sandycombe Road and                     
the Barn Church.                          
Guides (10-14 yrs)                                 
Thursdays: the Barn Church.     
guides5thkew@gmail.com                  

Kew Scout Group HQ 
Station Avenue by Kew Gardens 
Station (rear of Pether’s Butchers 
Shop). 
Beavers (6-7 yrs) Thur 6 pm 
Cubs (8-10yrs) Thur 7 pm 
Scouts and Explorer Scouts                
(11+ yrs) Fri 7 pm 
8940 2484 

Kew Youth Club                                 
Barn Church (entry Marksbury Ave):  
Friday nights during term time,  
secondary school years 7-9.        
Entry £2.50.  jabraddock@sky.com 

 

Kew Park Rangers  Football       
North Road Recreation Ground.  
Ages 5-11, boys and girls.                                    
Sat morning (training),                                    
Sun morning (matches).              
07770 755 538 or 8940 9882  

Kew Young Musicians                  
Saturday morning music school for    
5-18s. Drums, bass, electric and  
classical guitar, saxophone, clarinet, 
flute, recorder and singing.                    
kewyoungmusicians@googlemail.com 

8401 6950 

Toddler Groups                              
Barn Church Mon. Wed. and Fri.  
9.15 –11.00                                    
Windham Rd. Tues 9-11 term-time  

Toy Library The Old Court House, 
Sheen Lane, Mortlake.                      
£1 membership, plus 30p per toy  
for 2 wks, plus family  drop-in.                     
Thurs. 9.30-11.45.                          
8876 7294  

 

Richmond Gymnastics Association  
Townmead Rd, Kew.                        
Pre-school for mothers and        
toddlers (18 mths-4 yrs).              
Gymnastics  5 plus, classes,          
competitive squads in sports      
acrobatics and tumbling.                   
Special needs catered for.                                      
Skills for all levels.   8878 8682 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project for Children with Special 
Needs    The Three Wings Trust,       
16 Windham Road, Richmond.     
Mon-Fri, 9-5. 
Girls Art & Nature Club Drawing, 
photography, 7 and up, Sats 11-12 
Pensford Field & Studio. Pam on 
07500 178578 

 

KIDS 

 

 

Antique Clocks 

As issue 55 p11 
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Antique Clock 
Restoration & Repair 
 
Specialising in Grandfather, Dial, 
Bracket and Carriage Clocks 
 

 

Contact: Mark Rowe M.B.H.I. 
BADA Diploma 

West Dean Diploma 
Tel: 020 8605 0331 

www.theclockgallery.co.uk 
Email: ma.rowe@btopenworld.com 

 
Additional restoration services available for 

Watches, Books, Ceramics and Fine Furniture, 
Antique Clocks also bought and sold 

Antique Clock 
Restoration & Repair 
 
Specialising in Grandfather, Dial, 
Bracket and Carriage Clocks 
 

 

Contact: Mark Rowe M.B.H.I. 
BADA Diploma 

West Dean Diploma 
Tel: 020 8605 0331 

www.theclockgallery.co.uk 
Email: ma.rowe@btopenworld.com 

 
Additional restoration services available for 

Watches, Books, Ceramics and Fine Furniture, 
Antique Clocks also bought and sold 
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The Golden Barn 
- Happy Birthday! 
Sitting unassumingly next 
to The Barn Church is a 
magical, ever-changing 
world of wonder just for 
children. It is also known 
as The Barn Nursery. Each 
day the staff transform 
the church hall into a   
different world for the 
children to explore. One 
day it could be an ice     
landscape with penguins 
and polar bears and the 
next a prehistoric jungle           
complete with tents and torches. All the activities are carefully and thoughtfully put together all with an emphasis 
on learning through play.                                                                                                                                                                                    
What is not widely known is that The Barn Nursery is actually a small non profit making charity and it has been part 
of the Kew community for 50 years this November. It can proudly boast to have retained its OFSTED outstanding 
rating (2012 and 2016), all thanks to its small group of hugely talented and dedicated staff.  The Nursery plans to 
celebrate its 50th birthday with events over the coming school year. For more information about the Barn            
Nursery please visit www.barnnursery.co.uk.  

Laura Hughes                                                                                                                                                                
Chair of the Barn Nursery Parent Committee 

       
                                                KNA COMPANIONSHIP PROJECT 

                                               

Following the article in the last Link, Christine Evans Appleyard writes: 

                     We had a very good response and as a result we have a number of people who are going through the                                               
process of becoming volunteer companions. They include both men and women and range in age from someone in 
their twenties through to those who are retired. It is  wonderful to have had such a diverse response because of 
course the people we provide companionship to are all very different themselves. 

Although we would still very much welcome more prospective volunteers to step forward, the message we need to 
get out now is to those lonely people living alone in Kew who we don’t get to hear about. We know there are lots 
of people who spend days alone and never get out of the house, and this can be particularly bleak during the            
winter months.  So we would ask for Kew residents to look out for their neighbours, and if they know of someone 
who you think might be lonely then to mention our service to them or to let us know so that we can pop one of our 
leaflets through their door. Many people don’t like to ask for help because they feel embarrassed about appearing 
needy or a burden. Others worry that they might be stuck with a visitor they don’t get on with. Let me assure            
everyone reading this that there is no shame in being alone and wanting some company. There is also no obligation 
under our scheme to have someone to visit who they don’t get on with! If people don’t gel with one of our              
volunteers, then we find somebody else. Most people find having a  regular companion opens up their life and 
gives them something to look forward to. For people living alone that can make all the difference. 

For more information about the scheme, call our companionship coordinator Christine on 07497 376634 or email 
contact@kna.org.uk. You can write to us at KNA, St Luke’s House,70 Sandycombe Road, Kew TW9 3NP. 
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Abacus Carpets 
As Issue 56 p16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Kew Greenhouse 

As Issue 56 p16 

The                                                
Facing Forward Careers     

Company                                                                                                                                                                

Careers Surgery for all —                                               
students, graduates and adults                                       

Saturday afternoons at Kew Osteopaths             
371 Sandycombe Road 

If you have questions about your future plans,   
changing direction, your options, CVs, job             

applications, applying to university, writing a 
UCAS statement, apprenticeships, or if you have 
no ideas about what to do next, talk it through 

with an experienced, qualified adviser.                             
£85 per session (1 hour)                                                                                        

For further information please email          
office@facingforwardcareers.co.uk  

or ‘phone 07900 456042 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Run Business   Established Over 35 Years 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm    Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm 

 
229-231 Sandycombe Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey 

TW9 2EW 
Tel: 020 8940 6142 

Email: sales@abacuscarpets.co.uk 

www.abacuscarpets.co.uk 
 

established 1981
the company you can count on
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