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QUEEN’S SCHOOL:
NEW BUILDING OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Mary Noyes MBE leading the singing in the new building
— see page 5 for the children’s reaction to their new school!

CHRISTMAS FAIR AT THE BARN CHURCH, ATWOOD AVE.
SATURDAY 26TH NOVEMBER

11 AM — 2-30 PM

Santa’s Grotto Magic Show Face Painting Story Time Toys
Books Café and Cakes Mulled Wine Games and Raffles
Nearly-new Baby and Children’s Clothes Bric a Brac
and lots more….
Come and stock up for Christmas — everyone welcome!
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Hello from The Link team
Kew Sparkle gives us all a chance to show our support for our small traders who are so important to our
community and who generously open their doors on this evening and give the resulting collections to
local charities. Our contribution is to deliver this magazine to over 3,500 households in Kew.
Link 54 will be published on 26th March 2017. Copy — including photographs — to the Editor by email
by 5th March, please (please note email address)
Editor: Charlie Grace: 8876 8853 c.grace1639@gmail.com
Barn news: Anna Pannett: anna_gane1@yahoo.co.uk
Advertising: John Elstone: 8876 7054 johnelstone@gmail.com

Promotion: Sarah Ball: sjball@hotmail.com
St. Luke’s news: Louise Frankiss: 8274 9703

Services and Contacts
Vicar: Rev. Peter Hart
The Vicarage
70 Marksbury Avenue
Kew TW9 4JF
8392 1425
pwhart1@aol.com

Lay Reader: Richard Austen
readerkew@gmail.com

Parish Office Administrator
Guinevere Duff
St Luke’s, The Avenue, Kew TW9 2AJ
Tel: 8332 1324
office@kewparishes.plus.com

ST LUKE’S
www.stlukeskew.org
Sunday Services:
8am Holy Communion
11am Parish Communion (Junior Church
and Crèche in term-time)
11am Parish Communion with Junior
Church participation (First Sunday in the
month — All-age Worship)
Every Thursday
10am Holy Communion
THE BARN
www.barnchurchkew.uk
Sunday Services:
9.30am Parish Communion (Junior
Church and Crèche in term-time)
9.30am Parish Communion with Junior
Church participation (First Sunday in the
month — All-age Worship)
Churches Together in Kew
journeying together in faith...
www.kewchurches.org.uk

BARN CONTACTS
Church Wardens
Robin Hancock rob@wrightbros.eu.com
Sarah Ball sjball@hotmail.com
Church Leadership Team
Felice Oxborrow, Lydia Elstone,
Alison Bantick
Treasurers
Nigel and Susan Barton 8878 8184
Organist
Alban Clarke 8878 2856
Choir Conductor
Mike Oxborrow 8876 2085
All-age Band Leader
Mair Hughes 8255 8114
Planned Giving Co-ordinator
Alison Rankin
aliwelch2007@yahoo.co.uk

Flower Rota
Ann Jeffries 8876 1746
Junior Church
contact: thebarnjuniorchurch@gmail.com
Church and Hall Bookings
Richard Wright 8878 2716
Youth Group
Judi Braddock jabraddock@sky.com
Brownies and Guides
Charlotte Kemp
girlguidinginrichmond@hotmail.co.uk

Vineyard Lunches
Clare Vollum
PCC Representative on Governing Body
of Queen’s School
Luci Mitchell-Fry

lucimitchellfry@yahoo.co.uk

Safeguarding Officers:

Children: Mair Crouch mairalaw@hotmail.com
Vulnerable adults: Claire Vollum 07708 064935

ST. LUKE’S CONTACTS
Church Wardens
Judi Braddock jabraddock@sky.com
Jayne Armstrong jaynewatts@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Thomas Liebers slk.treasurer@gmail.com
PCC Secretary
Liz Tippett 8940 7485
Director of Music
Mary Noyes noyesmary@hotmail.com
Planned Giving Co-ordinator
Robert McKeag 07769 830486
Junior Church
Paula Brackenridge 8940 2358
Flower Rota
Irene Stephens 8940 9614
Coffee Rota
Jayne Armstrong jaynewatts@hotmail.com
Brownie Leader
Mary Noyes 8255 6924
Traidcraft
Sue Murray 8940 0565
Vineyard Lunches
Alison Kemp 07711 747857

PCC Representative on Governing Body
of Queen’s School
Laura Coughtrie 8876 3202
Safeguarding Officers
Children:

Anna Whiting anna.whiting@cantab.net

Vulnerable adults:

Pamela Muirhead pcmuirhead@waitrose.com
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More memories...
Last month I got to share some of my memories from
my first time in Kew. My husband David’s job took us
after two years in Kew to the Netherlands where I got to
serve a Church in The Hague. We returned to Kew three
years later. The Rev. Peter Hart was the new vicar then
as he is still now. Our first Sunday back at St. Luke’s he
asked me if I would like to serve in Kew again. I was
delighted to say yes. It was good to be home again.
Some new faces and familiar ones greeted me and
welcomed us warmly back into the fold. This time The
Rev. Erica Longfellow was serving as curate in training. This time, instead of the youth, I worked with Peter as he
took over the toddlers’ nursery. I also helped Erica begin a Mother and Babies circle gathering at the Barn. There
was: the Tuesday morning Bible Study at St. Luke’s to be a part of; the Queen’s School helping with the lower
school’s Chapel on occasion; the clergy group with St. Anne’s and the vicar of the Roman Catholic Church; more
Kew Churches Together for Lent; the Good Friday walk; the Barn dance and fair at the Barn; Beetle night at St.
Luke’s and a Talent Show; and of course Sunday services; baptisms; a couple of weddings; and Sunday School visits.
It was as though I had never been away. All good things do come to an end, or at least they undergo a change. It
was time in the spring of 2007 for David and me to return home to the United States, this time to our new home in
Chatham, Massachusetts, out on the elbow of Cape Cod. Not long after returning I again found a part-time job
working as an assistant at St. Christopher’s Church. They were going through a major renovation that added 30 feet
to the sanctuary, plus office space and a library. It was an exciting time as we started a Family service with
contemporary music, and established a relationship with the “Women of Fishing Families” with a Blessing of the
Fleet (local fishing boats) each May. Somehow despite that we still managed to come over for some time every few
years to visit Kew. In 2013, I retired from active ministry. Since then I have served as a sabbatical priest twice here
on the Cape, and I still do supply work while oil painting, quilting and weaving Nantucket baskets. As well as serving
with a group that gifted Chatham with a labyrinth, I am part of a regular meditation and book study group, and also
part of a group that meets weekly for a Contemplative Eucharist. It seems that God is never really finished with us
even in retirement. The call to serve and to worship is always there.

Gail

Blessings,
Baptisms
The Barn, 21st August

Daniel Robert Leon Edwards

St Luke’s, 9th October

Felix Arthur Illingworth Austin

Weddings at the Barn
20th August
21st August

Alexander Rennie and Amy Grier
Jermaine Sempebwa and Neema Morjaria

On Saturday 22nd October the Barn Church Hall played host to the SuperSophie
Sale to support a very special local lady, a member of my NCT group - a handful
of new mums who met through the Kew-based classes. ‘SuperSophie’, so-called
because of her super-hero courage and strength as she battles an aggressive
form of brain cancer. She has undergone several operations and is currently
stable in hospital. Her favourite visitors are undoubtedly her beautiful baby boy
and her ever-supportive fiancé.
We give thanks to all of the volunteers that helped, to friends and local families
who came and gave so generously, and the local businesses that donated fabulous raffle and auction prizes. More
information about our fundraising efforts can be found at www.supportingsupersophie.net and donations are
welcome at www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Help4amummy.
Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Sophie and her family.
Courtney Bishop
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Ernest Duncombe Sergeant l/14056, 9th battalion, Royal Fusiliers, 12th Division.
Died of wounds on the Somme 8th October 1916.
Brother of Mrs A. McCarthy of 6, Elizabeth Cottages, Kew Gardens.
Born Wimbledon and enlisted in Hounslow. Buried in Dartmoor Cemetery F. 188
He was the first of three Duncombes to die and recorded on the Richmond Town
Memorial, all in the month of October: he in '16, Arthur in '17 and Sydney in '18
– were they related?

St Luke's WW1
Roll of Honour
Board:
those who died
Oct. — Dec. 1916

Arthur Nicholas Frost Private, 13th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers. 37th Division.
Killed in action on the Somme 15th November 1916. Born in Shepherds Bush and enlisted in Chiswick.
Next of kin residents of Richmond Commemorated on Thiepval Memorial. MR. 21
Sidney Ernest Orme Rothe Second Lieutenant, 17th Bn., Middlesex Regt.,
33rd Division. Killed in action on the Somme 13th November 1916.
Aged 34.
Son of Ernest Mitchell & Ada Mary Rothe of 20, Maze Road, Kew.
Husband of Mrs Frances Emily Blackmore Rothe of 61, Defoe Avenue, Kew.
Commemorated on Thiepval Memorial MR. 21
I have surfed the net for further information about Sidney Rothe.
This photograph appears on the Imperial War Museum’s website.
The core of the 17th Middlesex were professional footballers. They formed a
“Pals Battalion”, which became known as the Football Battalion (see
Wikipedia, which also gives information on Walter Tull, the first black
infantry officer in the British Army)

I am grateful to Sam McCracken who relates more about F P Huxtable (Issue 52, killed near Courcellette) who was
born in Newcastle; the link with Kew seems to be that his father, James Huxtable, lived at 51 The Avenue, though
this was later scratched out and replaced with an address in North Devon. The Australian records are found at:
http//recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6928801
Please read it as it gives detail of records compiled on one of the many who fought and died for freedom.

Tanks were first used in
the Battle of the Somme
1st July -19th November
1916

Research is ongoing.
Please contact me to
correct any inaccuracies at:
johnelstone@gmail.com

John Elstone
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The Queen’s Primary
School - our new building
We are very happy with our
fabulous new two storey
building providing the children
with a brand new school. The
children are extremely
positive about their refreshed
learning environment and
have been delighted to
discover a wealth of exciting
rooms including a specialist
practical room in which they
can explore art, design and cookery. The demolition of the old building continues and the children have been
enjoying watching it from the classrooms upstairs. It has already inspired some writing and illustrations of the
process. We all now await with excitement to see the outside space develop over the next few months. As part
of the Kew Community, we feel very lucky to have such a huge area to develop and use creatively and the
children have many varied and inspiring ideas:
“We love the new kitchen and its shiny machines”
“Our classroom is so bright and cheerful – we love the colours and new furniture.”
“The new hall is really good to sing in – it echoes everywhere”
Queen’s receives “Outstanding” in recent SIAMS inspection
The Queen's School was inspected by the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education under the Statutory Inspection
of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS) in September 2016.
We were inspected on four aspects of church school life: the Christian Distinctiveness and
Character of the School, the Quality of RE Teaching and Collective Worship, and the Leadership and
Management of the school. We are delighted that we were adjudged to be outstanding in all four areas.
A few quotes from the report:
“High quality, warm and inclusive Collective Worship impacts positively on all learners and adults. The children
say they feel ‘full of grace’. They know God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is with them - ‘although you cannot
mortally see him he is there’”
RE is “buzzing because of the lively way it is taught.”
“Children of other faiths are valued and made to feel special. They are naturally and comfortably members of the
Queen’s family sharing the same values and aspirations.”
“Relationships at the Queens school are cherished. All members of the school community have a genuine
respect for each other. Conflicts are resolved with love and compassion.”
Queen’s Christmas Fair
Queen's Christmas Fair will take place on Saturday 3 December, as usual following Kew Sparkle the evening
before. Between 11am and 2pm there will be all manner of Christmassy fun with a variety of stalls offering gift
ideas, a silent auction with some fantastic lots to be snapped up along with a great Christmas raffle, fun for the
kids including a games room, Christmas crafts, sweet stall, and of course Santa will be paying us a visit meeting
the children in Santa's Grotto! There will be food and drink on offer all day. We are hoping to raise funds for
equipment for the new playground.

Jane Corpetti

Community Cohesion Coordinator
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The Balloon Works

ISSUE 53

238 Sandycombe
Road, Kew,
TW9 2EQ
The
Balloon
Works

Your
Local Family-Run
238 Sandycombe
Road, Kew, Business
TW9 2EQ

Christmas
New Year
Your Local
Family-Run
Business
Party Time
Christmas
New Year
Printed Balloons – Inflated Balloons
Party Time

Decorating
Service––Inflated
DeliveryBalloons
Service
Printed Balloons

Active Cycles

Party WareService
– Table– Delivery
Ware – Cards
Decorating
Service

Active52
Cycles
Issue
p11

Party– Ware
– TableCandles-Party
Ware – CardsBags
Gift Wrap
Invitations-

Issue 52 p11

Gift Wrap
– Invitations-Postal
Candles-Party
Balloon-in-a-Box
Service Bags
Balloon-in-a-Box
Postal Service
Helium Hire
Helium Hire

Table & Chair Hire ( child & adult )
Table & Chair Hire ( child & adult )

Need an extra table or chairs for your party?
Need an extra table or chairs for your party?

We can deliver to your house or party venue

We can deliver to your house or party venue

www.balloonworks.co.uk
www.balloonworks.co.uk
sales@balloonworks.co.uk

sales@balloonworks.co.uk

For all
all your
your sewing
sewing needs,
needs,
For
costume
making,
repairs,
costume making,
repairs,
alterations, fashions,
fashions, tailoring,
tailoring,
alterations,
soft
furnishings,
curtains,
softlight
furnishings,
curtains,
upholstery
etc.
light upholstery
etc.

Contact Linda on 07939 610249

Contact Linda on 07939 610249
SMALL BUSINESS
SMALL
BUSINESS
ACCOUNTANT

ACCOUNTANT

020 8940
8940 7676
020
7676
AS LOCAL
LOCAL INDEPENDENT
INDEPENDENT SPECIALISTS
AS
SPECIALISTS
FEATHERSTONE LEIGH HAVE UNIQUE
FEATHERSTONE LEIGH HAVE UNIQUE
EXPERTISE TO ACHIEVE NOT ONLY THE BEST
EXPERTISE TO ACHIEVE NOT ONLY THE BEST
OFFER PRICE BUT TO MAINTAIN OUR
OFFER PRICE BUT TO MAINTAIN OUR
EXCELLENT CUSTOMER CARE RIGHT UP TO
EXCELLENT
CUSTOMER
CARE
RIGHT UP TO
COMPLETION
AND
BEYOND.
COMPLETION AND BEYOND.

All Book-keeping, VAT & Accounting services

1 ROYAL PARADE, STATION APPROACH,
, SURREY
TW9 APPROACH,
3QD
1 ROYALKEW
PARADE,
STATION

– to
keep your Business
on the Rightservices
Track
All
Book-keeping,
VAT & Accounting

KEW , SURREY TW9 3QD
www.featherstoneleigh.co.uk

– to keep your Business on the Right Track

Contact Linda on 07939 610249

Contact Linda on 07939 610249

www.featherstoneleigh.co.uk
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Invitation to a Wassail
at Pensford Field
Saturday 7th Jan 2017
at 2.00pm
A Wassail is an old
English custom dating
back to Pre-Norman
times. The Wassail
gives fruit growers the
opportunity to drink to
the good health of their
fruit trees and scare
away any evil spirits.

Everyone is invited, young and old and
all in between.

Posh Pups
Issue 52 p11

Funny hats, costumes, and noise
making instruments are encouraged.
Remember to wrap up warm. To fight
the cold, traditional mulled cider and
refreshments will be served.
Bonfire - Music - Singing and Dancing
Contributions to the upkeep of your
llocal nature reserve will be gratefully
received
If you would like to come, contact
Mary Smith
info@pensfordfield.co.uk
Charity No 111880
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AVENUE CLUB NEWS
Brrr the evenings are drawing in as we write, and by the
time you see this the autumn colours will probably have
been and gone and winter’s short days will be upon us.
But don’t even think of hibernating; we have a full programme of things to do at The Avenue Club which will make
the Spring arrive a lot quicker!
St Luke’s in the Avenue, TW9 2AJ
Reg. Charity 289707

Talk by Trevor Baylis, CBE – “Why Invent” – Monday, 21st November – 2.00 pm
We are thrilled that Trevor Baylis will be coming in to talk to us about the ups and downs of his life as an inventor,
as well as some tips on how to think creatively. “You don’t have to be a genius to invent things, but you must
recognize a need and then come up with a solution”. Not to be missed. Tickets are £5.00 each and can be booked
at The Avenue Club – ALL WELCOME.
Free NHS Health Checks – Wednesday, 30th November from 10.00 am
Even if you don’t have any existing health problems, do drop into the Club and get a free health check – blood
pressure, height, weight etc. The aim is to reduce your risk of future heart disease, so there’ll be plenty of advice
about a healthy lifestyle. This is a borough-wide initiative, so is open to all. Call the office for more details.
Connaught Opera – Monday, 5th December – 1.00 pm
An afternoon of fabulous music with Maria Arakie and her musicians (funded by RPLC). She never disappoints!
Tea and biscuits will be served and donations gratefully received.
Walking Group - led by Serge Lourie – 4th Thursday of the month.
If you’ve not been able to join Serge and his merry band for their monthly walk, give it a try – we are reliably
informed it’s a really pleasant way to spend a few hours. Pitstops on the way and a pub lunch at the destination –
what’s not to like? Get in those important 10,000 steps once a month. Call the office for more details.
Men’s Health & Lifestyle Workshop with Garry Freer - Tuesdays - 12.30 – 1.30 pm
Garry continues his sessions with a growing happy band of guys. Attendees tell us they find it very beneficial.
Come and see for yourself. Cost is just £5 a session. Call the Club for more details.
Creative Writing - Mondays – 11.00 am - 12.30 pm, and 1.00 – 2.30 pm
There’s spaces in both classes, so why not make some time for yourself and explore your creative side by coming
to our writing sessions. Our teacher, Nichola, guides and cajoles our friendly and supportive group, so everyone
has a sense of achievement. A perfect way to while away the winter. Just £5 per session. Call the Club for more
information.
Avenue Club Choir - Tuesdays – 2.30 – 4.15 pm.
Our Choir is gearing up for Christmas gigs! What better way to perk up gloomy days than singing your heart out!
Our friendly choir can always make space for new singers. Cost £6 per session with a tea and biscuit at break time.
Tai Chi – Tuesdays – 9.30– 11.00 am
Tai Chi is a fabulous way to keep fit, healthy and, very importantly as the cold weather sets in, steady and
well-balanced on your feet. £5 a session.
Art - Wednesday afternoons 1.00 – 3.00 pm
Creativity abounds in our Art Class. Linda and Patsy provide the inspiration and expertise in a warm and welcoming
environment. Come along and give it a try. Just £6 a session with tea and biscuits.
Line Dancing Classes – Fridays – 1.00 – 3.00 pm
If you like to dance in a group and follow steps to great music this is the class for you. Our rhythmic line dancers
will welcome you. Just £6.50 per class with tea and biscuits.
We also have a variety of classes for every level of fitness to keep you mobile and healthy. Call the office for details
of our Exercises, Yoga and Pilates classes.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU AT THE AVENUE CLUB VERY SOON.
CALL : 020 8948 8807 FOR MORE DETAILS
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Hope in Community is at the heart of our work at Riverbank
Trust - a Christian charity that seeks to come alongside
vulnerable families living in the Richmond borough and
support them as they face the challenges of lone parenting.
Founder/Director, Ellie Hughes and Fundraising, PR &
Marketing Manager. Karen Block received a warm welcome at The Barn and St Luke’s at a morning service in each church in
the summer, when Ellie spoke about our charity. We embrace families of any or no faith and are passionate about building
long term, meaningful and sustaining relationships with the single mums we meet and some single dads.
What We Do
In our beautiful, affluent borough there is also deprivation and areas of great need. Riverbank seeks to offer love and support
to the poor, the isolated and marginalised in our community. In short, we befriend the wonderful mums we have the privilege
of getting to know and encircle our families with positive support networks rooted in the Christian community.
We do this in a variety of ways, including: Mum & Baby Groups where we meet together, eat and play; community groups;
befriending; and special events, such as a programme of activities for all the family over the long summer break.
The Need
Local research about Richmond highlights the vulnerability of single mothers living in isolation, the high rates of teenage
pregnancy in conjunction with homelessness in the immediate area, and the impact on local primary schools of single parent
families facing problems such as debt and housing.
A need has also been identified for greater support for parents and families with young children who are at risk of requiring
statutory support in the future.
At Riverbank, we respond to this in different ways - from attending difficult appointments alongside a vulnerable mum, to
sourcing quality second-hand baby clothes and toys, assisting with DIY and offering other practical support to families where
they really need it. Furthermore, through our drop-in groups, schools work and befriending, we also provide emotional and
spiritual support for parents and children.
Crucially, we aim to be a constant, loving presence for the families we meet, through partnership with the local Church.
At Riverbank, we believe in the transforming love of Jesus Christ. We are committed to the words of Isaiah 61.1: “The Spirit
of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up the
broken-hearted‟.
Ultimately, where many of the families we know have been rejected and abandoned, we want to restore dignity and hope
through loving and real friendships; that they may know they are precious and loved by a God who has not forgotten them.
Within these secure relationships and trusted community we believe that parents in vulnerable or difficult situations can be
equipped for all areas of life, including parenting, relationships, financial responsibilities and employment.
It is within our local community, here in Richmond, that we aim to build a supportive framework around our families, seeing
them move not only from isolation to inclusion but from a position of need to a position of giving. It is wonderful to be on that
journey with our families, knowing that there are no ‘quick fixes’. However, we have seen past traumas and painful
experiences healed, some fractured relationships restored, and the opportunity for some mums and dads to begin to
appreciate and experience the fullness of life around them and within their families.
At Riverbank, we care about the whole family, believing that addressing the needs of the whole family ultimately create
an environment for the greatest degree of long term change. We offer love and friendship - not just for moments of crisis - but
for the twisting, turning journey of life, for as long or short a time as a family wants us to walk with them and it is our privilege
to do so.
Please do contact us if you would like to know more about our work and how you could support us.
Email: contact@riverbanktrust.org or visit our Website: www.riverbanktrust.org
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CARPENTRY
by Dennis McTaggart

Sip & Sinmi
Issue 52 p8

bookcases….wardrobes
cupboards…etc.
Dennis is a Kew resident who has many
links within the community
Consultations and estimates are free
and rates are very reasonable.
References available from numerous
local clients.
Tel: 020 8948 3155 or 07964 880 985
email: mctaggarts@blueyonder.co.uk

Abacus Carpetestablished
Co Ltd 1981
Issue 52 p16

Family run business

Established over 30 years

Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat: 9.30am-4.30pm
229-231 Sandycombe Road, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 2EW

Tel: 020 8940 6142
Email: sales@abacuscarpets.co.uk
www.abacuscarpets.co.uk
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Diary of Events & Services at St Luke’s and The Barn
November
Saturday 26th

11 am -2 pm

Barn Christmas Fair and Market

6 pm

Advent Music & Readings by Candlelight at St Luke’s

8 pm

St Luke’s PCC Meeting

Tuesday 6th

8 pm

Baptism Preparation at The Barn – The Vicar

Saturday 10th

3 pm

St Luke’s Carol Service

Sunday 11th

3 pm

St Luke’s Junior Church/Brownie Play

Sunday 18th

6 pm

Nine Lessons & Carols at The Barn

Saturday 24th

3 pm

Barn Crib Service

4 pm

St Luke’s Crib Service

11.30 pm

Midnight Mass at The Barn

Sunday 27th
Wednesday 30

th

December

Christmas Day

9.30 am/11 am Services at both churches as usual

January 2017
Wednesday 11th
Saturday 14
Sunday 15

th

th

8 pm

St Luke’s PCC Meeting

6 pm

) “Joseph and The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”

3 pm and 6 pm )

at the Barn (see below)

Following the success of Amahl and the Night
Visitors in 2013 and Trial by Jury in 2015, our
Kew Community Choir is putting on another
Extravaganza at the Barn Church!
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
is a colourful, one-hour performance suitable
for all the family. Performances are on Saturday
January 14th and Sunday January 15th 2017 at
6.00 p.m. at the Barn Church, Atwood Avenue.
There will also be a matinee on Sunday 15th
afternoon at 3.00 p.m. Tickets are £10
(£5 concessions), and family tickets for 2 adults
and their children are £25.
Please send ticket requests with a cheque payable to St Luke’s PCC, together with a
stamped addressed envelope, to Mrs Mary Noyes, 26 Castlegate, Richmond TW9 2HJ.
If possible, please include an email address or a phone number in case we need to
contact you.
BOOK EARLY — TICKETS ARE GOING FAST!
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KEW FOR YOU
Garden Tours: We are so
fortunate to live near the
Gardens and to help you
appreciate them all the
more you could join a
themed tour of the
Gardens to see the
December Winter
Treasures.
New Restaurant: Many
of you will have realised
that the caterers
Ampersand have
replaced Peyton and
Byrne. They provide
delicious food and a new
restaurant should be open by now, in Museum No 1.
Trees at Kew: Things to do at Kew this winter: be inspired by their bare beauty, as at this time of year the trees can be seen at
their best. There are about 14,000 trees in Kew, some over 250 years old. Some have been through the wars: a black pine was
struck by lightning twice and by a light aircraft once! Share your photos on Instagram and Twitter using #winterkew.
Take a Tour: Enhance your visit to Kew by taking a walking tour, a fun and informative way to explore Kew. Learn about the
Gardens and listen to facts and anecdotes from the award-winning volunteer guides.
Kew in the new London Curriculum: The Kew Formal Learning Team has worked with the Greater London Authority to
create a new lesson plan for the key stage 3 Geography Unit – Green London – as part of the new London Curriculum.
Fungi at Kew: Kew is home to the most important fungal resource in the world – the Fungarium – a huge collection of more
than a million specimens. We depend on fungi for our well being: as decomposers, source of life-saving medicines, indicators
of pollution and environmental change, to name but a few.
Christmas Gift: How about giving a present of the magic of Kew? Give a year of unlimited free entry to Kew Gardens and
Wakehurst Place, plus other amazing benefits with Friends of Kew gift membership. Buy your gift pack from £72 in the
Gardens, at kew.org/giftmembership, or call 020 8332 3200.
For Art Lovers: a stunning new exhibition called Flora Japonica has recently opened at the Shirley Sherwood Gallery of
Botanical Art until 5th March. Take a free tour of the exhibition, led by the Co-curator Masumi Yamanaka, a renowned botanical
artist herself, at 2pm on 24th November, 26th January and 25th February. Booking essential: call 020 8332 3622.
Lion Gate Lodge: Kew is making the most of its assets in the gardens, some of which haven’t been used for many years. An old
house, Lion Gate Lodge, has been restored and is now being let to generate funds for Kew’s important conservation work.
A Natural Superstar: I have been interested in Aloe Vera for many years. Kew Scientists have recently launched a campaign to
unlock the plant’s secrets. Thought to have been used in Cleopatra’s beauty regime, today the gel from this amazing plant is
said to have many uses: to treat sunburn, heal wounds, ease eczema and psoriasis, and act as an antibiotic, to name but a few.
Make the Most of Kew’s Library: Kew has an amazing library, archives and art collection which are available to Friends of Kew
and members of the public, free of charge. You can view and study the collections in the Library Reading Room in the
Herbarium on Kew Green near Elizabeth Gate, open Monday to Friday, 10am-4pm. For more information: library@kew.org
The International Garden Photographer of the Year: One of My Favourites: Come and see some stunning photography in the
Nash Conservatory, at no extra charge and it will give you inspiration for your visit to Kew. Open daily from 4 th February to
5th March.
The Woodland House: Soon to be completed, this will feature displays for visitors to explore and learn about woodlands.
Orchid Festival 2017: Once again, a stunning display from 4th February to 5th March, this year with India as the theme.
Christmas at Kew: and last but not least: a light fantastic magical evening of festival illuminations - see photo above.
Tickets are on sale now for this year’s dazzling after-dark experience which is truly amazing. It runs from 23rd November until
2nd January. Book now at kew.org/Christmas – with discounts for Friends of Kew.

Rosalind Eagleton
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NOTICE BOARD
GENERAL
St. Luke’s House
Debbie Fife 8940 2791
The Kew Society
Conserves and enhances the ethos
of Kew, environmentally and
topically. New residents welcome.
Sue May 8940 8724
membership@kewsociety.org
Kew Sinfonia
High standard chamber orchestra,
3-4 concerts p.a. at St Anne’s,
rehearsals at the Barn.
8876 9318
Kew Horticultural Society
Annual show August Bank Holiday
Saturday. Outings and talks.
8948 7254
Kew Wind Orchestra
King’s House School,
King’s Rd, Richmond.
All ages, Thurs, 8pm.
8876 2192
Tea & Art Club
for over 50s Thurs 11-12
Pensford Field. Pam: 07500 178578

KIDS

Girl Guiding
Brownies (7-10 yrs)
Tuesdays: St. Paul’s, Raleigh Road;
Thursdays: St. Luke’s House,
Sandycombe Road and
the Barn Church.
Guides (10-14 yrs)
Thursdays: the Barn Church.
guides5thkew@gmail.com
Kew Scout Group HQ
Station Avenue by Kew Gardens
Station (rear of Pether’s Butchers
Shop).
Beavers (6-7 yrs) Thur 6 pm
Cubs (8-10yrs) Thur 7 pm
Scouts and Explorer Scouts
(11+ yrs) Fri 7 pm
8940 2484

Kew Neighbourhood Assn
offers help with transport to
medical appointments and the
Avenue Club, together with
befriending and shopping.
8948 8054 weekdays 10-12 for help
and offers of help.
Kew Community Trust
runs Avenue Club - social activities
for older people. David Polya
8948 8806
Rotary Club of Kew
Coach & Horses, Kew Green.
Wed, 7.30 for 8pm.
8894 9958
Richmond and Kew Quilters
every 2nd Monday of the month.
7.30—9.30pm, St Winefride’s
Church Hall.
www.richmondandkewquilters.org.uk

Kew Community Choir Thurs. 7.30
— 8.30, St Luke’s in the Avenue
noyesmary@hotmail.com

Q2 Players
Kew Scouts HQ, Station Ave,
Presents three full-length plays each
season, with performances at
St Luke’s. 8940 2053
North Sheen Bowling Club
Marksbury Avenue, Kew. All levels
from 12 plus. 8891 1541
Kew Studio
Art courses and studio space to let.
270 Sandycombe Road TW9 3NP.
8332 2122
www.kewstudio.org
Richmond Chamber of Commerce
1-3 Richmond Rd Twickenham TW1
3AB
email@richmondchamberofcommerc
e.co.uk

Arts Richmond Unit 6, Upper Deck,
Phoenix Wharf, Eel Pie Island, TW1
3DY. Over 80 affiliated societies.
8892 9446
info@artsrichmond.org.uk
Kew Residents Assn.
Caring about the community
environment by promoting sensitive
and appropriate local development

Priory Park Club
Bowls, Bridge and Tennis
Forest Road, Kew
www.prioryparkclub.org.uk
Bowls 8400 1963
St. John Ambulance
8948 8852
For events coverage:
operations@richmond.sja.org.uk
Probus Club
Third Wed monthly, lunch for
retired professionals, Richmond
Golf Club. 8785 6718 or 8994 0396
Richmond Local History Society
Talks, usually 2nd Mon. monthly
Oct/May, 8pm. Duke Street Church,
Richmond TW9 1DH.
Elizabeth Velluet 8891 3825;
rich.hist@yahoo.co.uk
www.richmondhistory.org.uk.
Facebook and Twitter (@RLHS1985)

www.savekew.org.uk

Kew Park Rangers Football
North Road Recreation Ground.
Ages 5-11, boys and girls.
Sat morning (training),
Sun morning (matches).
07770 755 538 or 8940 9882
Kew Young Musicians
Saturday morning music school for
5-18s. Drums, bass, electric and
classical guitar, saxophone, clarinet,
flute, recorder and singing.

Richmond Gymnastics Association
Townmead Rd, Kew.
Pre-school for mothers and
toddlers (18 mths-4 yrs).
Gymnastics 5 plus, classes,
competitive squads in sports
acrobatics and tumbling. Special
needs catered for. Skills for all
levels.
8878 8682

Project for Children with Special
Needs The Three Wings Trust,
16 Windham Road, Richmond.
Mon-Fri, 9-5.
Girls Art & Nature Club Drawing,
photography, 7 and up, Sats 11-12
Pensford Field & Studio. Pam on
07500 178578

kewyoungmusicians@googlemail.com

8401 6950

Toddler Groups
Barn Church Mondays 9.30 –11.00
and Fri. 9.15 -11.
Windham Rd.
Tues 9-11 termtime

Toy Library The Old Court House,
Kew Youth Club
Sheen Lane, Mortlake.
Barn Church (entry Marksbury Ave): £1 membership, plus 30p per toy
Friday nights during term time,
for 2 wks, plus family drop-in.
secondary school years 7-9. Entry
Thurs. 9.30-11.45.
£2.50. jabraddock@sky.com
8876 7294
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The Rev. Owen Swan: Vicar of St. Luke’s Church
1964 – 1982
Owen Swan, who died in early October, was born in Newcastle in
1928 and was educated in the local schools. Newcastle in those days
was a major centre of heavy industry and like many young men in
the area he decided on a career in engineering. After he qualified he
started work with Parsons, one of the largest firms at that time, but
he began to feel more and more drawn to the priesthood and this
led him to train for the ministry at Edinburgh Theological College. He
became a deacon in 1959 and was ordained in 1960.
Owen started his ministry in the Diocese of Southwark as a curate in
the large south London church of St. John in Lewisham. At the same
time he was an Honorary Chaplain to the Armed Forces (Territorial
Rev. Owen Swan at the baptism of
Division). He spent three happy years at St. John’s before being
Charles Alexander, December 1971
appointed Vicar of St. Luke’s, Kew in 1964. He and his wife, young son
and daughter moved into the vicarage next door to the church and so began his long ministry there. In
those days St. Luke’s and its small and devoted congregation could be described as ‘high church’.
Matins and Evensong and two Communion services were held each Sunday, and incense, the ringing of
the Sanctus Bell and a fully-robed choir were a regular part of worship there. One of the new Vicar’s
first steps was to re-establish the Sunday School under the inspired leadership of Audrey Duck.
Owen’s firm conviction was that a priest’s ministry must include a close involvement of the ‘Sacred with
the Secular’ if it was to be of value to its people. He was soon involved in the life of the Borough of
Richmond. He served on the Education Committee, acted as Mayor’s Chaplain, became Chairman of the
Council for Voluntary Services, Chairman of the Family Practitioners’ Committee and was a Trustee of
the Richmond Parish Lands Charity. He also taught Religious Education at a local secondary School and
was made an Associate of the College of Preceptors in 1971.
Meanwhile the future of St. Luke’s Parish was uncertain. The old church hall was underused and was
sold. St. Luke’s C of E Primary School’s numbers were falling, due in large part to the relocation of The
Queen’s School to new buildings in Cumberland Road. The Borough could no longer support two such
schools and St. Luke’s School was closed. The church building was too large to maintain. Many months
of discussion followed and a vision of a totally renovated church building, which would include facilities
for the elderly and a community centre along with a smaller church, emerged. The North Richmond and
Kew Day Centre for the Elderly Trust was established to take the project forward.
Once the development was underway the time had come for Owen to continue his ministry elsewhere,
although he remained a member of the Trust until its work was completed.
So it was that he returned to the north of England to become priest in an inner-city parish in Darlington.
During the next twenty-five years Owen was to become vicar of three more parishes, this time in the Ely
Diocese, before retiring to rural Suffolk; he continued to take services in the surrounding churches for
several years.
Those of us who love and value the work and worship, which goes on in the St. Luke’s that we know
today, owe much to the vision and hard work of the ninth and last Vicar of the Parish of St Luke’s before
it was merged with the Parish of St. Phillips and All Saints (the Barn Church).

Rosemary Staheli
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“We all

over
indulge

at xmas....”

Diana Waha

Debbie Cambridge weightwatchers

Cambridge Weight
PlanForge
have been successfully helping
Sent to
people lose weight and keep it off for more than 30 years.

We provide weight loss programmes through our
Consultants who will give you one-to-one support..
Our flexible Plans use nutritionally
balanced delicious meal replacement
products, either on their own or
alongside conventional food'

30%

So take that next step,
and change your life forever!
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o
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Debbie 07768 166526 • cwp.swlondon@gmail.com
www.cambridgeweightplan.com/DebbieZ
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