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The Vicar’s Annual Report on The Barn 2016-7 
 

If the function of an annual report is to reflect on the past with a view to informing how we progress in the 

future, then this report ought to be easy to write.  For this past year has been a year of steady growth, of a 

discernible increase in congregational involvement in all aspects of the life of the church, and of a 

deepening of our spiritual life together.   
 

Key to that growth in numbers, in engagement and in worship was how the parish functioned during my 

sabbatical.  I was away from the parish for 3 months, with services being taken by a rota of local clergy, but 

the day to day running of the parish rested in the hands of the PCC, the wardens and Richard Austen our 

Reader, along with huge support from the Parish Office.  When I returned, refreshed and revitalized after 3 

months of study and social project investigation, I found the parish alive, the worship buzzing, new families 

who had been welcomed and integrated into the life of the church, and an expectation of more.  That was 

most heartening, as it means that the Barn Church is more than its clergy, and its life is more exciting wide-

ranging than many might imagine.  To take a sabbatical is a great privilege.  I finished mine convinced that 

everyone should have the opportunity to take one – if any HR departments are sniffy about that idea, send 

them to me! 
 

2016 saw some highly imaginative social events take place, bringing large numbers into the building, not 

least the Christmas Fair, which produced a very encouraging number of visitors and a very large profit.  As 

we keep rolling on these ideas, as new people step up to help run events, so we are reaching out more 

effectively to those who live around us.  Our wardens, Rob & Sarah, did some targeted leafleting of several 

streets in the parish, the results of which were interesting and will guide us in future activities.  Our 

connections with both Darrell School and Kew Riverside School have grown over the past year as well, so 

that we now play a significant part in their annual cycle of events and learning programme, which again 

enhances our profile in the community and enables us to witness to God’s love in new and exciting ways. 
 

We live in a digital age, and Sarah Ball & Nick Houlton have maintained our presence on the Web,  

on Facebook and on Twitter.  These platforms will only increase in importance, as a means of 

communication with one another and as a way of expressing our mission purposes to a wider audience.  

Every little “like” helps us enormously. 
 

I am most grateful to Rob & Sarah for their imagination, attention to detail and constant support. 

To Richard, for his sharing in the work of the Gospel, to Guinevere & Irene in the Parish Office for keeping 

me up to date and somewhere near the straight and narrow, to the PCC for acting as a sounding board for 

ideas, to Nigel and Susan and the finance team, and to everyone who makes the Barn a wonderful place to 

worship and to share.  May 2017 contain at least as many blessings for us as 2016. 

Peter 

 
 

Barn Church Parent and Toddler Group 2016-7 

The toddler group continues to run in the Barn Church every Monday, Wednesday and Friday of term time, 

with a vast array of toys, activities, books and refreshments on offer.  We are open by 9.15 am, and finish 

with a round of nursery rhymes at about 11am.  The group probably needs to be renamed, as it is not only 

parents who come, but childminders, nannies, grandparents, friends and neighbours - all come and share 

active play in the very special surroundings of the Barn Church.  If your child/charge would benefit from 

playing in a wider context with a range of children, bring them along! 

 

Peter 
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The Barn Churchwardens’ Report 2016/17 

 

The great transition in 2016 was the recruitment of a second churchwarden, Sarah Ball.  Sarah has already 

had a positive impact on the wardens’ role at the Barn and will continue to   do so going forward. Sarah’s 

organisational skills, marketing background, good humour and string of great ideas are very welcome. I am 

delighted to share this role with Sarah and we are very fortunate that she agreed to undertake the 

warden’s position.                                                

RH 

 

As in past reports, we begin by expressing our extreme gratitude to Paul Gregorowski who has remained as 

dutiful as ever over the past year. Paul continues to play a key role in church life, a true beacon of 

spirituality for us all to follow. 

 

We would like to thank Peter for his inspirational leadership and to Richard Austen for all he does to 

support the Vicar. Thank you to everyone who has supported the churchwardens and whose combined 

efforts make the Barn Church such a unique and inspiring place. 

 

With worshipful matters continuing to be run so efficiently in the Barn, the churchwardens have focused 

our attention in seeking continued financial stability, improved communication with the congregation and 

community and to encourage fresh faces into our leadership teams to contribute to their development. 

 

In 2016, the churchwardens ran a stewardship campaign with limited success. Thank you to those who did 

review and increase their financial contributions. We are extremely grateful to everyone who contributed 

to all the other fundraising efforts particularly to the Barn Ents team. The summer and Christmas fairs were 

a great success along with highlights such as Rock and Roast and the all-day film event. Fundraising 

contributed an income of close to £10,000. 

 

There remains much work to be done to continue to keep the finances on track and we will need to plan for 

the future as the church roof will require replacing in the next 8 to 10 years, a considerable expense. 

 

Spreading the word and sharing the joys of the Barn is another area on which we have focused attention 

with our communications team. Nicholas Houlton continues to do an amazing job with the website and we 

now have the facility to sell tickets for events through the website.  

 

Ruth Franks supported by other tweeters, facebookers and instagrammers continues to do great work with 

our social media channels. 

 

We are extremely grateful to Peter King, Rupert Carlton-Jones and Andrew Rankin who have done an 

excellent job in leading the junior church team. We continue to encourage parents to join this team to 

share the burden. Junior church remains a vital part of our congregation and we are grateful to all those 

who run these sessions. Lisa Skipp, has been inspirational in her leadership of our older children. This group 

has grown in size as the year progressed, a great tribute to Lisa’s hard work. 

 

Richard Jefferies has for many years taken care of management of the building, grounds and infrastructure. 

We offer our deep thanks to Richard for all the time and effort he has put in and it was important to find 

someone new to pick up this mantle. Matthew Pannett has offered to take on this role, for which we are 

extremely grateful. 

 

The Barn is such a special place of worship and there is a host of volunteers and people who contribute to 

the smooth running of the church and our services: 

 

Richard Wright for his calm efficiency in running of the hall and church bookings. 
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Veronica Willoughby as the ever dependable PCC secretary. 

 

Mike Oxborrow for all the dedication and time he puts into running the choir and of course the members of 

the choir. Our musical life is also enhanced by Alban, our talented organist. 

 

Felice Oxborrow for being so involved in so many areas as a church leader, events organiser and organising 

the greeters. Thank you greeters – it is a crucial role you do.   

 

Ann Jeffries for organising the flowers we enjoy in church every week (with Veronica) and for her many 

contributions behind the scenes. 

 

Angela Hollingworth for her continued efficiency in running the reading rota. 

 

Folani, our dedicated server. 

 

Clare Vollum for running the Vineyard lunches. 

 

David and Faith Polya for all their contributions to our services at the Barn. 

 

Tim Woolmer and Harriet Grace for being our link with Churches Together in Kew. 

 

Susan and Nigel Barton as treasurers, such an essential part of keeping our ship afloat. 

 

Alison Rankin for her tireless endeavours as gift aid secretary. 

 

Alison Sapsford and her son for taking care of book keeping duties. 

 

Charlie Grace, Harriet Grace, John Elstone and Anna Gane for the amazing work they do in producing The 

Link, spreading the news about what we are up to and maintaining a great source of income to support the 

church. We remember David Blomfield’s tremendous contribution to The Link and to many aspects of life at 

The Barn. We miss him very much. 

 

A special thank you goes to Susie Hancock, who after many years of hard work and inspiration has stepped 

down from the Barn Ents team and PCC.  Susie remains very involved as a trustee of  Umanandi, the charity 

that supports children at the Green Park School in Lusaka in Zambia which the Barn church continues to 

support. The trustees have exciting plans to build on the work that has been so effective over recent years. 

 

Guinevere and Irene for their essential role as parish administrators without whom the wheels would likely 

come off!   Thank you for always being there. 

 

Our final thanks go to Peter, for his vibrant and spirited preaching at the Barn, for the great foundations of 

faith on which we can build our lives and for allowing the freedom of the environment that is quite unique 

and a joy to be a part of.  

 

We face many challenges in the year ahead but have every confidence that the Barn will flourish and evolve 

and continue be a wonderful part of our community.  

 

Robin Hancock & Sarah Ball 
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Barn Events Annual Report 2016-17 

 
The Barn has continued to host a wide variety of events through 2016, staged in the main by the BarnEnts 

team.  Three aims underpin the events that were staged: that they should be enjoyed by all the 

participants; that they bring the congregation together; and that they bring the wider community into the 

church. 

 

2016 began with a day-long Film Festival on the 27
th

 February.  The day began with a morning screening of 

“Frozen” and the sight of so many kids miming along to “Let it go” will not be forgotten!  The first “Harry 

Potter” film was then screened in the afternoon, attracting a different audience and a sing-a-long “Mama 

Mia” finished off the day, with everyone joining in with (and dancing in the aisles to) the well-known tunes.  

The event brought in just under £1,200. 

 

Spring saw the staging of several concerts: while not all of these concerts were open to the Public, they 

nevertheless brought in audience members from a number of different areas of the community.  In March, 

Mary Noyes conducted the Queens’ school orchestras and choir as they performed in tribute to the reign of 

Queen Elizabeth II along with the Kew Community choir.  We are very grateful for the contribution of £500 

from the proceeds of the event.  In April, our former Organist Martin Pagnamenta kindly gave a concert for 

us and donated the proceeds of £90.  In May, local instrumental and class music teachers Liz Bithell and Kim 

Bloomfield produced their 2nd annual community music concert.  Liz and Kim provided a varied repertoire 

of musical performances from local soloists, through duos to choirs from the Darell School. The concert 

concluded with the local adult jazz band ‘The Motleys’ and £106 was donated to the church from the 

proceeds. 

Building on their previous success, we were delighted to welcome back “Alphaspin” to headline our “Rock n 

Roast” in June.  With the excellent “Six Shards” having warmed up the audience, “Alphaspin” then took 

centre stage and made sure that they danced off the effects of the delicious hog roast.  With a generous 

private donation and the sponsorship of Featherstone Leigh, the evening raised a total of £3,000 

We are grateful to Featherstone Leigh for not only sponsoring the “Rock and Roast” but also our Summer 

Fair in July.  Some very welcome sunny weather allowed the Fair to take place in both the Church and the 

Church grounds.  With a great selection of stalls, entertainment and refreshments, the afternoon raised 

well over £1,700 

 

As the year came to a close, the Christmas fair was held with the kind sponsorship of Halletts.  New in 2016 

to this traditional event, was the introduction of Santa’s Grotto, which had a steady and patient queue of 

visitors putting in their urgent present requests.  We are also grateful to David Hewett for presenting for 

the first time in the Barn an engaging Magic show and to both Terry Smith and his U-Kew-lele band and Liz 

Bithell and her melodious flute group for enriching the atmosphere with their wonderful music.  This well-

attended event raised just over £3,000. 

 

2017 has started with a wonderful staging of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”.  Three 

well-attended performances staged over a weekend in January resulted in £800 from the proceeds being 

donated to the Barn.  Bringing together performers from the Queen’s school, local musicians and the Kew 

Community Choir, Mary Noyes conducted performances that couldn’t help but draw the audiences in. 

 

 The list of thank yous for those in the church who have made these events so wonderful would extend for 

a further page – heartfelt thanks to all for all that you do. 

 

The Barn Ents team 
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Kew Youth Club 
 

“I like going to Kew Youth Club because it’s fun, friendly and everyone is treated equally.” 

 

Are you in year 7, 8 or 9?  So what do you do on a Friday night in Kew? 

 

Kew Youth Club runs every Friday night in term time from 7pm to 9pm, at the Barn Church, Atwood 

Avenue.  It’s a great club that offers a chance to chat, play, listen to music, meet up with old friends and 

make new ones.  On the ground floor we’ve got an air hockey table, table tennis, Xbox with 4 controllers 

and large screen, arts & crafts, and games (including Twister, Giant Jenga, board games and cards – or bring 

your own board games to play).  Two squashy sofas and lots of chairs make up great seating areas.  Upstairs 

on the mezzanine level there’s a pool table, table football, gamecube with a large screen, and a 

professional DJ sound system. Bring your phone and learn how to use the sound system and play your 

tunes through it – loud!  Outside there’s a grassed area and seating around trees. 

 

Charlie is our senior youth worker and she is helped by assistant youth workers Michael, Lucy, Alastair, Guy, 

Harry, James and Finlay.  Most of these used to attend the club themselves when they were in years 7-9.  

Everyone books into the club, with members admitted first if there’s a limit on numbers, then you can 

come and go as you please.  Get competitive in the tournaments, or just chill on the sofas, it’s your choice. 

 

There’s also a snack bar, which sells chocolate, crisps and squash (bring some small change).  Why not get a 

group of friends together and come along? 

 

There is a £2.50 admission charge to help with running costs.  Entrance is in Marksbury Avenue. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Kew Youth Club was initiated in 2001 by the churches in Kew.  It is run by a committee of volunteers and 

Senior Youth Worker and Assistant Youth Workers.  We run a membership scheme and are affiliated to 

London Youth.   About 8 people (many parents of the young people, but not all) are on the volunteers’ rota, 

and each Friday a volunteer runs the tuck shop which sells snacks and squash.  

 

We are very grateful to St Luke's Church, The Barn Church and St Anne’s Church for much-needed financial 

support to help us continue to run the club.   

 

This year we have again welcomed 2 young men doing their Duke of Edinburgh volunteering work. 

  

We always welcome additional help - whether one-off assistance tidying the club cupboards and 

checking/mending the equipment, or a once a term running the snack bar one evening, or joining the 

committee to help shape the future of the club.   

 

In particular, we are seeking volunteer(s) to help market the club, to increase numbers, whilst still keeping 

it a local Kew resource. If you can help, please let me know. 

 

 

Judi Braddock, Administrator 

For further information or to volunteer, please contact Judi on 0208 948 5477 or jabraddock@sky.com 
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The Barn Church and Hall Buildings and Grounds 2016/17 
 

The year started without major problems: 

• The Church central heating required some attention and Richard Wright very helpfully dealt with 

this. Amongst other matters, he also arranged for the completion of our radiator replacement 

programme.  

• The Church Hall had two major planned works: a childrens handwash sink as requested by the 

Nursery, and a membrane added to part of the roof because of leaks. 

• On the gardens , Ben Skinner through his firm Town and Country Gardens  continued to provide, 

without charge, excellent regular help by maintaining the hedge throughout and the beds on the 

north side of the Church and Hall. 

  

The main activity was in the Autumn and involved the five yearly electrical wiring test. As before, this 

identified a number of necessary works, particularly the creation of emergency lighting and smoke alarm 

systems throughout the Hall , which are required by new electricity regulations for public buildings 

published in 2015. Most of the works, apart from the smoke alarm system, have now been installed with a 

significant budgetary impact.  

 

During the coming year two recommendations from the last Diocesan Quinquennial Report for works to the 

Church are to my mind are quite intricate and need to be addressed: 

• A cluster of minor works affecting the tower. Internal tower works have already been carried out; 

but for some, external works appear essential. The tower is particularly awkward to reach and 

scaffolding would be required. 

• Redecoration of the Church metal and timber window frames, which need some external as well as 

internal work. Scaffolding would again seem essential and there would be some disruption over a 

number of days. 

    

During the year the Churchwardens have been actively seeking volunteers to take on the duties which I 

have been carrying out during the past 16 years or so. At the present time some actions are in hand which 

may enable sound future arrangements. In the meantime many thanks indeed to all who have helped. 

 

Richard Jeffries              March 2017  

  

     ***************** 
 

Barn Church Flower Arrangers report - March 2017 
 

As usual our excellent team has excelled its self and we have had many compliments for arrangements for 

Weddings, Baptisms and particularly the arrangements for Easter and Christmas. 

Our team consists of Sally Wright, Veronica Willoughby, Lydia Elstone, Penny Tweedie and myself.  We 

always have space for more potential Flower arrangers so please do consider joining us as we think you 

would enjoy it. 

Lydia will unfortunately be leaving us when she and John have sold their house and she will be very much 

missed. Many thanks Lydia for all your hard work 

Ann Jeffries           March 2017 
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The Barn Church Hall Lettings and Church Bookings Report 2016-7 
 

Hall Lettings 

The hall remains well used and is the base of the Barn Nursery and Slater School of Dance. It is also 

regularly used by the Barnes and Richmond Operatic Society for rehearsals. The income from ad-hoc 

bookings decreased slightly in the year, this plus some exceptional repair costs meant that we had to draw 

on our reserves. 

 

Church Bookings 

The Church was the venue for the Mayoral election and the Referendum in 2016.  

 

There have been a number of concerts including one by the West Gallery Quire featuring Georgian church 

music. We have hosted two Community Concerts one involving Darell School and the Queens School with 

the Kew Community Choir.   

 

On most mornings the church is used by Toddlers, with The Barn group meeting on Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday and Hartbeeps on Tuesdays. 

 

The Youth Club meets on Friday evenings. 

 

During the course of the year local schools used it for services, performances and fundraising events. These 

were Queens, Darrell, the Unicorn, Kew College and Kew Riverside. 

 

The increasing number of bookings has resulted in more work, particularly in giving out and receiving keys. 

If you would like to help with this please call me on 0208 878 2716.  

 

Richard Wright 

 

************** 

 

The Barn Junior Church Report 2016-7 
 

Junior Church continues to flourish with a number of new families joining over the last twelve months. In 

addition we are delighted to have seen longer-standing members transition from the younger age group to 

the older group led by Lisa Skipp.  

 

Junior Church is very much volunteer-led and we are exceptionally grateful to those who lead Sunday 

morning sessions, especially Lisa, who regularly reaches the older age group. As always we welcome new 

volunteers and encourage new joiners to get involved as soon as they can.  

 

Junior Church plays a big part in the success of the annual Christmas and Summer fairs, for example 

organising the cafe refreshments. A highlight of the year continues to be the end of Summer term BBQ 

where we invite back all those baptised in the year together with their families.  

 

Looking ahead we look forward to welcoming new members and working with those already a part of the 

Junior Church community in continuing to build what is a key section of the wider Barn congregation.  

 

Finally we would like to thank all those who have supported Junior Church in many different ways.  In 

particular we are grateful for the support of Father Peter together with Rob and Sarah our Churchwardens 

for helping to ensure Junior Church remains an important and integrated part of The Barn community. 

 

Peter King 
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The Barn Church Music Report 2016-7 
 

I would like to thank Alban and the regular choir for their support over the past year.  Their enthusiasm 

makes up for my less than perfect conducting. 

 

I have been very pleased with our increased ability to lift pieces of music in a way which far exceeds our low 

numbers. Alban’s Lent Mass setting is a particular case in point.  

 

The extended choir continues. The service of Nine Lessons and Carols was well attended with almost a 

dozen children of school age and below. 

 

The memorial service for David Blomfield, was a wonderful example of people coming together to 

contribute to something important. I sent out a few emails inviting people to sing in a scratch choir. The 

result was a choir of about 40 people providing a strong musical lead at the service  

 

This year we are putting together a core repertoire of a few pieces which people who can not always come 

to practice can sing with us with little or no practice on the day. It is slowly having results. 

 

Mike Oxborrow 

 

************** 

 

The Barn - Christian Aid Week 2016 and money boxes 
 

In May 2016 the Barn Church congregation collected a total of £1,357.89 for Christian Aid, which went up 

to £ 1,556.60 with gift aid which is slightly less than 2015; about 11 people went door to door in 12 streets 

and blocks of flats. 3 tin rattlers stood in Kew Village for an hour each. This year we did not do quite as well 

as last year overall - but rewarding even so.  Thanks to everyone involved.  

 

Also this year we handed out money boxes in Junior Church and to members of the senior congregation in 

Christian aid week and gathered them in at Harvest Festival raising a further £95.88. 

 

Again Richmond Churches are looking for people to help at all levels of the process of handling Christian Aid 

Week in May and also walkers for the Richmond annual walk, in September 2017, which attracts interest 

from far and wide; organised locally  and promoted by “head office”.   Please contact John Elstone on 020 

8876 7054 or johnelstone@gmail.com 

 

John Elstone 

 

************** 

 

The Barn Nursery 
 

The Barn Nursery remains onsite in the church halls and continues to be managed by Diane Allen and 

deputised by Nicola Lamb. 

 

With an average of 40 children attending every morning, the nursery staff provide a welcoming and caring 

learning nursery and pre-school environment for children aged two and half to four years old from the local 

community and surrounding areas. 

  

Diane Allen 
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Barn PCC Secretary’s Report 2016-7 

The Committee Members were as follows:  

 

Rev. Peter Hart (Vicar) Robin Hancock, Sarah Ball (Churchwardens) Richard Austen (Reader) Guinevere Duff 

and Irene Stephens (Parish Administrators) Nigel and Susan Barton (Treasurers) Richard Wright (Church and 

Hall Bookings) Tim Woolmer (Churches Together in Kew) Inga Hall (Queen’s School) Peter King, Andrew 

Rankin (Junior Church) Susie Hancock, Felice Oxborrow and Lydia Elstone (Fundraising and Activities) 

Veronica Willoughby (PCC Secretary) Richard Jeffries and Matthew Pannett (Premises) 

 

The Committee met on six occasions and discussed the following topics: Worship Matters, Children and 

Young People, Finance, Activities and Fundraising, Premises, Queen’s School, Deanery Synod, Churches 

Together in Kew, Safeguarding and Mission Action Plan. 

Veronica Willoughby 

******************* 

 

Report on Deanery Synod Meetings 2016-17 for The Barn 
 

The Committee Members were:  Marian Mollett (Chair) Rev. Trevor Patterson (Area Dean) Rev. Richard 

Sewell (Deputy Area Dean) Veronica Willoughby (Treasurer) Susan Oliver & Patricia Lockerby (Secretaries) 

The man items for the Deanery Synod over the past year were as follows: 

1. May 2016 Youth work within the Church 

2. October 2016 The Rt.Revd. Dr. Richard Cheetham, Bishop of Kingston – Building relationships 

across the Deanery and with each other. 

3. January 2017 Scaling Walls/one in Christ – Reflections of a Southwark-Zimbabwe trip to the Holy 

Land by Revd. Richard Sewell. 

 

Veronica Willoughby 

     ******************** 

St Luke’s House Report 2016/17 
 

Leaky roofs seem to be like buses, don’t see one for ages and then two come along at once. This year it was 

the turn of the flat roofs on the other side of the building. While waiting for spring KNA have had to endure 

the occasional deluge, when wind and weather were in the right direction! St Luke’s House intends to 

completely replace the flat roof over KNA and the one just in front of their window. This should improve 

our heat retention in those areas and make the KNA office much more energy efficient. 

 

Challenges for 2017 remain the same as last year, to try and get funding to reorder the disabled and the 

nursery school loos so that they meet the increasing standards set by OFSTED 

 

We still host the Kew Montessori School, REACT, KNA, adult Karate and U3A.  

 

We continue to be fortunate to have very two vibrant and well-supported children’s activities. These are 

Ben Pethick’s Karate and Christine Goldman’s Kew Dance Arts. We were very happy to welcome a new 

activity on Wednesday evenings, a Broadsword fighting club, Game of Thrones anyone? 

 

We also have a very full programme in the Music Room with our resident teachers Nichola Pope and 

Raphael Radoux-Rogier teaching a host of adults and children clarinet, saxophone, piano and violin. 

St Luke’s House is available weekday evenings and weekends for parties, workshops, exhibitions and 

classes.  If you are interested please give me a call on 020 8940 2791 or send me an email at 

debbiefife@gmail.com           Debbie Fife  
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Queens School Annual Report 2016/17 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2017 

A prayer service for Churches Together in Kew was held in the school during the Week of Christian Unity.  

This was the first time this service has been held in the school and had great support from the local 

community with approximately 50 people in attendance.  The theme was Crossing Barriers and through 

specially chosen songs, readings and actions by the children, the message was how we could live and work 

more closely together. 

 

The New Building  

Starting the Autumn term in the new building was very exciting for children and staff alike. As with any new 

build, we experienced a few hiccups at the beginning, but there is no doubt that the building serves the 

school well and we have had overwhelmingly positive comments from both children and parents. As the 

year has unfolded, more playground space has become available and even more will come into use soon 

when the new grass has grown and additional playground equipment is installed.  

The big outstanding issue is our planning application for the Astroturf pitch. Although we already have 

agreement for a pitch in front of the school, a slightly larger pitch would serve the school better, 

particularly for inter-school matches. We are hoping by the time you read this report, we will have had 

permission from Richmond Borough planning committee for the larger pitch. Work on creating the pitch is 

scheduled for the Easter holidays subject to planning. 

 

Achievements  

Academically, the school continues to do very well, thanks to the hard work of both the staff and children. 

There have been a number of league tables published recently in: The Times; The Sunday Times; The 

Standard and The Telegraph, all of which have been calculated and presented in different ways. We are 

delighted to note, that The Queen's School continues to feature towards the top end of most of these 

tables.  

At the beginning of the Autumn term, we were inspected by the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 

under the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS). The school was judged to be 

outstanding overall and in each of the four aspects of church school life. This is a marvellous and well-

deserved tribute, which reflects well on the whole ethos of the school.   Sporting achievement has also 

been recognised with the school gaining the Gold Sportsmark Award. Given the difficulties in providing 

good sporting opportunities against the constraints imposed by the building work, this is a particularly 

creditable achievement. We are one of only ten schools in Richmond to achieve this status.  

 

Governors  

We welcomed a number of new governors at the start of the academic year but also said goodbye to some 

long serving governors including the Chair, Bonney Venning who served the school for over 6 years.  We 

now have two Co-Chairs – David Durie and Laura Coughtrie.   We are currently in the process of recruiting 

for a foundation governor and a parent governor. 

 

Laura Coughtrie, St Luke’s Governor and Inga Hall, The Barn Governor 
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The Link: Report for the AGMs of St Luke’s and the Barn 2017 
 

During the year we lost David Blomfield, who not only put the magazine together in its present form but 

was its editor for a number of years. He had been a quiet inspiration to all of us on the team, and to the 

editor in particular he offered wise counsel and great support. It is hard to put into words how deeply we 

miss him. 

 

Distribution    

During 2016 we published four issues, nos. 50 to 53, each of 3,300 copies.     We have been able to 

distribute copies to at least 90% of the houses in the two parishes.     We are in urgent need of more 

volunteers to deliver it – an hour every quarter is all that is required.  About 100 copies are kept aside for 

the advertisers, for the back of both churches, for the Avenue Club, Library etc.  

 

Costs 

 We do not aim to make a profit, but for the sixth year in succession our revenue has exceeded our 

expenditure. There is no price resistance from the advertisers – in fact we frequently have a waiting list – 

probably because local businesses are impressed by the thorough and reliable distribution system. 

 

Organisation 

Happily the team has grown in numbers, with a welcome decline in average age, and an increase in IT 

expertise.  We now have Sarah Ball, John Elstone, Louise Frankiss, Peter Hart,    Anna Pannet, Hilary Sims 

and Harriet Grace, led by Charlie Grace as our editor.  Charlie is always open to new ideas and ways of 

getting our message across that The Link is for the community and not just for the churchgoers. Do offer 

copy and suggestions. His contact details are always on page 2 of The Link. 

 

Thanks are due to all those within both congregations who give of their time to delivering The Link. Nothing 

could be achieved without your efforts. 

 

Charlie Grace 

 

********************** 

 

Report to Barn Church PCC about the Sidespersons 2016 to 2017 
 

Another year has passed and the team has as usual quietly got on with the job. People are very good about 

helping out when anyone is missing and the team is good at remembering to let me know when they 

cannot be there. The team is Richard Jeffries, Richard Wright, Tim Woolmer, Lisa Skipp (with Melody)  

David Polya, Linda Whittaker,  John Elstone and Lydia Elstone. Many thanks to them all. 

The Elstones will be leaving us during the year when they have managed to sell their house. They have 

made a very valuable contribution to the life and work of the church and will be very much missed. The 

notices put out by the team working to encourage participation in church activities has produced two 

possible replacements but please don’t hold back if you were thinking of volunteering 

 

Ann Jeffries                  March 2017 
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The Barn Vineyard Lunches 2016 
 

The Barn hosted 3 Vineyard lunches in 2016 - about 20 people came each time.  

Each Sunday a lunch is provided by a church in the Richmond Parishes for anyone who has nowhere to go. 

We get a mixed and appreciative group of individuals who come.  

 

Clare Vollum and Nicole Potulski 

 

 

Kew Community Trust Report 2016-17 
 

This has been an exciting year for Kew Community Trust. A generous bequest from an Avenue Club 

member, Sheila Marwood, combined with an earlier legacy from Elizabeth Ashton Edwards and a grant 

from Richmond Parish Lands has enabled us to embark upon the major building works you can see taking 

place at St Luke’s. We hope that the new building will be in use sometime in June and that it will provide 

much needed extra space for the Avenue Club and our local community. The Trust is grateful to the Parish 

for its assistance in allowing this project to proceed and for everyone’s patience while the work is causing 

disruption. 

The new space will give the Trust greater flexibility in meeting the needs of the Avenue Club which provides 

a friendly meeting place for older residents who can take part in a wide range of classes and activities as 

well as enjoying services such as hairdressing and chiropody and a subsidised hot lunch. This year the Club 

has added Italian classes, a monthly walking group and a Men’s Wellbeing session to the activities on offer. 

The Trust’s website has been upgraded and the full schedule of activities can be seen on-line. 

The Avenue Club’s outings are a highlight for some of our members and this year they have been able to 

visit Bowood House, the Museum of Brands Packaging and Advertising, Dennis Severs’ House, Eltham 

Palace, the British Library, Freemasons’ Hall, Neasden Temple, Claydon House & the Imperial War Museum. 

David Polya, our Centre Director, keeps the building in a good state of repair and compliant with all 

legislation. We have also refurbished the West End Room with a new cupboard, radiators and redecoration. 

The Avenue Club office has been extended into the adjacent cupboard and also redecorated. We were 

hoping to open out this space to provide a bigger office but had to revise the plan when it was realised that 

the cupboard wall supports the staircase above! However, the changes have provided a significant 

improvement for the Avenue Club staff and our members who visit them. 

The Trust continues to be supported financially by donations from Trusts, local Community Supporters and 

Churches in Kew including St Luke’s, for which we are very grateful. We are now in the final year of receipt 

of a grant from INS which has the contract to provide adult services in the Richmond locality. The joining of 

Richmond and Wandsworth councils in supporting adult services and funding cuts mean that this significant 

source of funding for the Trust is uncertain from the end of December. 

On behalf of Kew Community Trust, I should like to thank everyone at St Luke’s for their continued support 

of our work in running the Avenue Club and providing other services to the local community. 

 

Sally Durant, Chair, Kew Community Trust, March 2017 
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Churches Together in Kew  (CTK) – Report for the Annual Parish Meeting 2017 
 

We thank Father Peter, our President, for his leadership and inspiration and Val Booth for all her generous 

and very effective work as chairman. 

 

The group has been involved in organising the following events: 

 

• Delivering of the Christmas cards, detailing Christmas services throughout the parish.   

 

• Advent Angels – for the fifth year running, Tim Woolmer organised the scheme for the Barn Church, 

supported by Harriet Grace and Caroline Blomfield.  At St Luke’s Harriet Turley organised the 

scheme.  The response was enthusiastic and the angels were quickly taken.  The social services 

reported that the presents were much appreciated.   Advent Angels was an idea originally shared 

with CTK by St Winefride’s Church. 

 

• This year in the week of Christian Unity a service took place at The Queen’s School on 25
th

 January 

led by Father Peter.  The theme chosen was Crossing Barriers with children playing a key role in the 

service.  Held in the new school hall it was very well attended with standing room only.     

 

• Prayers and Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday was held at the Barn Church  on 28th February, led by 

Father Nigel and including the first Lent talk by the Director of the Riverbank Trust, a local charity 

working to support single parents across Kew and Richmond.   Pancakes and wine were served 

afterwards. 

 

• This year the theme for Lent is ‘People in Crisis – a Christian response and talks have been 

organised covering the following subjects:   Homelessness; Children – international issues; 

Trafficking; The Background to Current Crises; Refugees.  The talks will be held on the five Mondays 

of Lent at the Barn Church at 8 pm. 

 

• The Passion Play at Richmond will not take place this year and so the Good Friday Walk in Kew will 

be revived (14
th

 April) to start at St Anne’s at noon and from there to go to St Winefride’s and then 

to the tube station.  Hymns will be sung and hot cross buns distributed. 

 

• Father Peter and Val Booth, on behalf of Kew churches, are involved with the refugee situation 

through the local group "Refugees Welcome in Richmond".  This group is working with the local 

Council to find accommodation for refugee families through the Government's Syrian Vulnerable 

Persons Relocation Scheme, which is committed to bringing over 20,000 refugees from the United 

Nations High Commission for Refugees.  So far two families have been housed in the Borough and 

the group are looking for further properties through private landlords. St Anne's also has a group 

"Social Justice Forum" working for refugees.   

 

 

Harriet Grace 

 

 


